
Contextual Essay – ‘Inexperienced’ – Sunny Commandeur 
I have spent most of my life inside my comfort zone, never really venturing out to challenge 

myself. Because of this, I missed out on a lot of experiences I would’ve pursued if I was more 

outgoing. University was an opportunity for me to throw myself in the deep end. Moving 

out of home to Wollongong was a turning point in my life, I flourished, developing 

substantially over the past two years.  

It became apparent that my past shyness could be tied back to a perfectionist, risk averse 

mindset, that limited me from achieving anything for fear of failure. The BCM112 digital 

artefact was an opportunity to set myself a challenge – I’ve wanted to overcome this 

mindset for a long time, and the core values of the subject (FEFO, FIST, design thinking) 

aligned with this personal goal. Rapid, imperfect iterations would allow me to fail quickly 

and safely.  

What if took these core values, and built my project around them? This was the basic idea 

behind Inexperienced – A transmedia blog/youtube channel, where I tried new experiences 

and documented my learning process, achieving the following -  

• It fulfilled a personal utility – It forced me out of my comfort zone, allowing me to 

experience previously missed opportunities, and encouraged failure. My 

imperfection was made public, I had to get over it, and keep producing sub-par 

content as I improved.  

• It embodied the BCM112 values – The project and production went through 

iterations as I learnt how to blog and edit video content. As well as this, the subject 

matter also stepped through these iterations and failures as I learnt new skills. 

• It fulfilled a social utility – The main goal was to entertain the audience, which 

appears to have worked. People are consuming the media, even remixing it into 

reaction gifs. The side goal was to showcase different experiences to the audience, 

providing inspiration and a starting point for them to seek out and participate in the 

experiences they found engaging.  

I was inspired by vloggers such as Sam Sheffer and Joe Goes. At first, I wanted videos to use 

a rigid format, with specific sections, but this didn’t work for every situation. A narrative 

approach formed naturally over time. I embraced this evolution, and my video output speed 

moved from weeks to days. Blog posts remained mostly the same, incorporating extra 

details missing from the videos and links to external content. The biggest challenge here was 

blog design, I was surprised by the limited design options offered by the free Wordpress 

plan. The blog was shaped by the medium, becoming simpler than originally envisioned 

(which was inspired by the needle drop’s website).  

This project couldn’t exist without media convergence. The internet has allowed produsers 

to bypass traditional media gatekeepers, and lowered the barriers to entry. Prior to the rise 

of blogging and youtube, publishing my writing/videos would’ve been difficult. As the legacy 

media model requires large monetary investment, industries are hesitant to try new things, 

and would not sponsor an inexperienced, unproven 20-year-old. If I had somehow gained 
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enough experience to pass the traditional barriers, the journey I wanted to share would 

already have been completed – the learning process is impossible to document without the 

internet removing barriers to entry.  

The transmedia format also would’ve been difficult to employ without hyperlinks, which 

make crossing between media simple. Audience participation, such as the creation of 

reaction gifs from videos, commenting, and sharing is made possible via the internet’s 

distributed network.  

I hope to continue with Inexperienced in future. Failure is an essential part of learning, and 

this project provides me with the perfect excuse to develop through constant iterations, and 

overcome my fear of failure.  
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